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BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 



To amend the Laws relating to the Office of Coroner, and the 
Expenses of Inquests in Ireland. 



[N.B . — The Clauses marked (A..) to (I.) were added by the Committee.'] 



[ K. <ife £& it is expedient to amend the laws now in force Pieambla. 
in Ireland relating to the election, qualification and payment 
of Coroners, and to the proceedings at Coroners’ Inquests, and to the 
payment of expenses at such Inquests : 



And whereas it is expedient that the several Acts and parts of Acts 
hereinafter mentioned relating to the several matters and things afore- 
said should be repealed ; 



*5 



20 



Bdi it tfimfote CSttactefc, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament j 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, THAT from and after 
the commencement of this Act, the several Acts and parts of Acts here- 
inafter mentioned, specified and set forth shall cease and determine, 
and shall, except only so far as is hereinafter excepted and provided 
for, be repealed ; (that is to say) An Act passed in the first year of 
the reign of his late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled, “ An J e & e °Jf c - 28 ’ 
Act to repeal an Act made in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign of his late 
Majesty, for regulating the Fees of Coroners in Ireland, upon holding 
Inquisitions, and to make other Provisions for that purpose an Act 
passed in the third year of his said late Majesty, intituled, ‘ An Act 3 Geo. 4 , c. 
to regulate the Qualification of Persons holding the Office of Coroner 
in Ireland j” so much of an Act passed in the fourth year of his said 
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4Geo.4, c. 43, 
as. 8, 9, 11, 
repealed. 



5 Geo. 4, c. 93, 
a. 3, repealed. 



6 Geo. 4,c.52, 
s. 2, repealed. 



10 Geo. 4, c. 
37, repealed. 



6 & 7 Will. 4, 
«S. 116, 6S. 97, 
98, 99, 100, 
repealed. 



7 Will. 4, c. 2, 
s. 6, repealed. 



7 & 8 Viet., 
c. 106,ss. 32, 
33, 34, re- 
pealed. 



2 . 

Clause (A. 
Lord Lieu- 
tenant shall 
appoint 
Special Ses- 
sions. 



( 2 ) 

late Majesty, intituled, “ An Act to regulate the Amount of Present- 
ments by Grand Juries for Payment of the Public Officers of the 
several Counties in Ireland,” as relates to the payment of Coroners ; 
so much of an Act passed in the fifth year of his said late Majesty, 
intituled, “ An Act to amend the Acts of the last Session of Parlia- 5 
ment, relating to Presentments by Grand Juries for Payment of the 
Salaries of Public Officers of the several Counties in Ireland, ” as 
relates to the payment of Coroners ; so much of an Act passed in the 
sixth year of his said late Majesty, intituled, “An Act to amend an 
Act of the last Session of Parliament, for amending former Acts relat- 10 
ing to Presentments by Grand Juries for Payment of the Salaries of 
Treasurers and Public Officers of the several Counties in Ireland,” as 
relates to the payment of Coroners ; so much of an Act passed in the 
tenth year of his said late Majesty, intituled, “An Act to amend 
the Laws relating to Coroners in Ireland,” as relates to the payment 15 
of Medical Witnesses and to the duration of Elections of Coroners; 
so much of an Act passed in the sixth and seventh years of the 
reign of his late Majesty King William the Fourth, intituled, An 
Act to consolidate and amend the Laws relating to the Present- 
ment of Public Money by Grand Juries in Ireland,” as relates 20 
to the payment of Coroners and of Medical Witnesses ; so much 
, of an Act passed in the seventh year of his said late Majesty, inti- 
tuled, “An Act to amend an Act passed in the Seventh Year of 
his present Majesty, for consolidating and amending the Laws 
relating to the Presentment of Public Money by Grand Juries in 25 
Ireland,” as relates to the payment of Medical Witnesses at inquests 
held by and before Justices of the Peace ; so much of an Achpassed 
in the seventh and eighth year of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An 
Act to consolidate and amend the Laws for the Regulation of Grand 
Jury Presentments in the County of Dublin,” as relates to the pay- 30 
ment of Coroners, and the summoning and payment of Medical 
Witnesses ; and the said several hereinbefore-recited Acts and parts 
of Acts are hereby repealed accordingly, save and except so far as the 
said Acts or parts of Acts respectively, or any of them, repeal the 
whole or any part of any other Act or Acts, and save and except as 35 
to all matters or things done or performed before the passing of this 
Act, which shall be valid as if this Act had not passed. 

) And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act 
it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor 
or Governors of Ireland for the time being, if he or they shall so think 40 
lit, to order and direct that a Special Sessions shall be holden in each 
county, riding or division in Ireland, for the dividing of such county, 
riding or division into Coroners districts for the purposes of this 
Act, and to fix the time and place or times and places for such Ses- 
sions, and to order and direct the Clerk of the Peace for such county to 
give notice thereof to each Justice of the Peace for such county; 

and 
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and the said Clerk of the Peace shall give notice of the time and place 
for holding such Sessions to each Justice of the Peace for such county 
within Fifteen Days after the receipt of the said order. 

3. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Justices of the Justices at 
5 Peace of any such county in Ireland, assembled at sach Sessions, SSTheir 
and they are hereby required to divide such county, riding or division SjSjS,™* 0 
into such convenient districts as to the majority of such Justices shall 
seem best calculated to carry the purposes of this Act into effect, accord- 
ing to the number of County Coroners by law allowed for such county 
10 respectively, and with a due regard to the extent of the population, to 
the prevailing employments in the respective parts of such county, 
riding or division, and to the size of such districts ; and to affix to 
each of such districts the name of some principal parish, township or 
place within the same ; and to fix and determine some convenient 
15 place within such district at which the court for the election of 
Coroner for such district shall be holden ; and also to fix and determine 
one or more polling place or places in each district at which the poll at 
such election shall be taken ; and they shall cause a list to be pre- 
pared by the Clerk of the Peace, containing the names of the several 
20 baronies and parishes, or parts of baronies and parishes, as the case 
may be, in each of the several districts into which the county, riding 
or division shall be divided ; and the said Clerk of the Peace shall 
specify in such list the place at which the said Justices shall have 
appointed the court for the election of a Coroner for such district to 
25 be holden, and the polling place or polling places which the said 
J ustices shall have fixed and determined ; and the Chairman of the 
said Justices so assembled as aforesaid shall sign such list, and such 
list shall be enrolled by the Clerk of the Peace among the records of 
the county; and the Clerk of the Peace for such county shall within 
30 Fifteen Days after such list shall have been signed as aforesaid, send, 
or cause to be sent, a true copy thereof, signed and certified by him, 
to each Coroner within the county. 

4- 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant W^eute^ 
or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, if SderTnew 
35 he or they shall so think fit, from time to time, upon the receipt of any ^unti^shito 
memorial signed by Five Justices of the Peace of any county, praying 
that a new division into Coroners’ districts of such county, riding or 
division, shall be made, to order and direct, that a Special Sessions for 
the division of such county into districts be holden, and to fix the time 
do and place for such sessions ; and the Clerk of the Peace of such county 
shall give notice thereof to the Justices of the Peace of such county in 
manner as aforesaid ; and the Justices of the Peace assembled at such 
Sessions shall thereupon proceed to divide their respective county, 

350 * a 2 riding 
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riding or division, or to amend and alter any division of such county, 
riding or division as shall have been heretofore made into such con- 
venient districts as shall be best calculated to carry the purposes of this 
Act into effect, and shall cause a list, or an amended list, as the case 
may be, to be made in like manner as was directed to be done when such ^ 
county was first divided into Coroners’ districts under the authority of 
this Act ; and the Clerk of the Peace shall enrol same among the 
records of the county, and shall send or cause to be sent a true copy 
of such list or of such amended list, signed and certified as aforesaid, 
to every Coroner within the county. 10 

5 - 

OrdCTfor 0 ’^ And be it Enacted, That the Justices of the Peace of each county, 
riding or division assembled as aforesaid, shall cause a copy of the 
to^eroUd* 35 list containing the names of the several baronies or parishes, or 
after publica- p arts 0 f baronies or parishes, as the case may be, to be comprised 

within each of the districts into which they shall have divided their 15 
respective county, riding or division, to be inserted Three times in the 
countv or other local newspapers, and also once in the Dublin 
Gazette ; and from and after the publication thereof as aforesaid iu the 
Gazette, each such county, riding or division shall be and be deemed 
to be divided into districts for all the purposes of this Act. 20 

Appointment And be it Enacted, That the Grand Jury assembled at the assizes 
Coronerfto or presenting term next after the said Special Sessions, shall appoint 
districts. one -^ e p ers ons who shall then hold the office of Coroner of 
their respective county, riding or division, to be the Coroner of 
and for one of each of the districts to be formed under the authority 25 
of this Act ; and shall, so far as may be practicable and convenient, 
appoint such Coroner to that district within which he shall have 
heretofore acted ; and in case there shall be no Coroner for any 
of said districts, the Foreman of the Grand Jury shall certify such 
vacancy in the office of Coroner to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, 30 
who shall, if he shall so think fit, order a writ De Coronatore eligendo 
to he issued : Provided always, That upon the death or removal of any 
Coroner, his successor shall be elected to the office of Coroner, accord- 
ing to the provisions of this Act. 

sheriff to told And be it Enacted, That from and after the division of any county, 35 
comifor the riding or division into Coroners’ districts, upon the issuing of such writ, 
Coroner .° f the Sheriff of the county wherein such district shall be situate shall hold a 

court for such election at the place fixed and determined for this purpose 
as aforesaid, on some day to be by him appointed, which day shall not 
be less than Seven Days, nor more than Fourteen Days, after the receipt 40 
If election not of the writ De Coronatore eligendo; and in case the said election be 
onthTview, not then and there determined upon the view, with the consent of the 
ceed to take electors there present, but that a poll shall be demanded for determi- 
a poll. nation 
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nation thereof, then the said Sheriff, or in his absence his Under- 
sheriff, shall adjourn the said court to Eight of the clock in the fore- 
noon of the next day but one, unless such next day but one shall be 
Saturday or Sunday, and then to the Monday following; and the said 
5 Sheriff, or in his absence the Under-sheriff, with such others as shall 
be deputed by him, shall then and there proceed to take the said poll ; 
and such polling shall continue for Two Days only, for Eight Hours in 
each day ; and no poll shall be opened before Eight of the clock in Duration of 
the forenoon, or kept open later than Four of the clock in the after- P ° 11 
10 noon of either of the said days. 

g 

And be it Enacted, That at the election of a Coroner for any such Electors to be 
district, the person so to be elected shall be chosen by the majority of < l ualified - 
those persons residing within the district who at the time of such 
election shall be qualified to vote at the election of a Member or 
15 Members to serve in Parliament for the county within which such 
district shall be situate, or for any borough within such district not 
having or being entitled by law to have a separate coroner. 

And be it Enacted, That at every contested election of a Coroner 
for any such district, the Sheriff or his Under-sheriff shall, if required by 
20 any candidate, or by any person duly authorized acting on bis behalf, 
at any time before the election, and if not so required, may, if it shall 
appear to him expedient, cause a booth or booths to be erected for 
taking the poll at the court or principal place of election, and also at 
each of the polling- places within the district appointed as aforesaid, 

25 and shall cause to be affixed on the most conspicuous part of 
each of the said booths the names of the several baronies, parishes 
or places for which such booth is respectively allotted ; and no 
person shall be permitted to vote at any such election except at 
the booth so allotted for the barony, parish or place within which he 
go shall reside, or within which the property with respect to which he 
claims to vote shall be situate, and if no booth shall be allotted for the 
same, then at any of the said booths. 

And be it Enacted, That for the more due and orderly proceeding p 0 ncierksto 
in the said poll, the Sheriff or his Under-sheriff as aforesaid shall be appointed 

r ana sworn. 

35 appoint such number of Poll Clerks as to him shall seem meet for the 
taking thereof, which Clerks shall take the said poll in the presence of 
the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, or such person as he shall 
depute; and before they begin to take the said poll, every such 
Clerk shall be sworn truly and indifferently to take the same, and to 
40 set down the names of each elector and the place of his residence, 
and for whom he shall poll, and to poll no elector who is not sworn, 
if required to be sworn by any candidate or by any persoa acting on 
his behalf as aforesaid (and which oaths of the said Clerks the said 

350. -a 3 Sheriff 
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Inspectors of Sheriff or his Under-sheriff is hereby empowered to administer') • and 
PollCIexksto . _ , i . tt <4 Q 

be appointed, the Sheriff, or in his absence his Unaer-sberift, shall appoint for each 

candidate such one person as shall be nominated to him by the candi- 
date, or by the person acting on his behalf as aforesaid, to be Inspector 
t0 be of any such Clerk ; and every elector, before he is permitted to poll 5 
at such election, shall, if required by any candidate or by the person 
acting on his behalf as aforesaid, first take the oath in the Schedule 
(A.) hereto annexed, which oath the Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, or 
such sworn Clerk as aforesaid, shall have authority to administer. 



Custody of And be it Enacted, That the said Poll Clerks shall at the close of 10 
bookstand the P°U enclose and seal their several poll-books, and deliver the same 

Declaration s0 enc l 0 sed and sealed, to the Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, or to such 
of the poll. . 

person as shall be deputed by him for that purpose, who shall give a 

receipt for the same; and every such person so deputed as aforesaid, 
when he shall have received the said poll-books, shall forthwith \e ) 
deliver the same, so enclosed and sealed, to the Sheriff or his Under- 
sheriff, who shall, upon the re-assembling of the court on the day 
next but one after the close of the poll, unless such next day but one 
shall be Sunday, and then on the Monday following, in open court 
break the seals thereon, and cast up the number of votes as they appear 20 
on the said several books, and openly declare the state of the poll, and 
make proclamation of the person chosen, not earlier than Ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, nor later than Two of the clock in the afternoon 
of the said day. 



12. 

Expenses of 
Sheriff, kc,, 
to be paid by- 
candidates. 



And be it Enacted, That before any candidate shall be put in nomi- 25 
nation for the office of Coroner, he shall, if so required, lodge in the 
hands of the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff such sum of money as 
shall be necessary to defray all the reasonable costs, charges and ex- 
penses which the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, or other person so 
deputed by him as aforesaid, shall expend or be put to in and about 3 ° 
the providing of poll-books, booths and Clerks (the said Clerks not to 
be paid more than One Guinea each per diem), for the purpose of 
taking the poll at any such election ; and the said costs, charges and 
expenses shall, be borne and paid by the several candidates at such 
election in equal proportions. 35 



And be it Enacted, That every candidate for the office of Coroner 
shall, before he shall be put in nomination, deliver or cause to be 
delivered to the Sheriff or his Under-sheriff a statement in writing, 
meanto they con ^ a * n i n g a full and correct account of the nature and quality, 
qualify. name, situation or other description of the property then in his pos- 40 
session and enjoyment, from, out of or by reason of which he is qualified 
as hereinafter mentioned to be elected and chosen, and to hold the 
said office of Coroner; and the Sheriff or his Under-sheriff shall permit 
such statement to be inspected and examined by any candidate or 

elector 



Candidates 
shall deliver 
to Sheriff a 
statement of 
the property 
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elector at all reasonable times before and during such election; 
and if any such candidate shall fail to deliver or cause to be delivered 
such statement as aforesaid to the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, the 
said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff shall not allow such candidate to be 
5 put in nomination ; and if the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff shall be 
called upon by any candidate or any elector so to do, he shall 
require every such person who shall be a candidate for the said office 
at such election to take the oath in the Schedule - (B.) hereto annexed 
(which oath the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff is hereby empowered 
io to administer), as to the nature, name and sufficiency of the property 
in right of which he is qualified to be chosen as Coroner for such 
county, riding or division, or any district thereof; and if such candi- 
date shall refuse or neglect to make such oath when required by the 
Sheriff or his Under-sheriff so to do, the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff, 

1 5 or person deputed by him as aforesaid, as the case may be, shall not per- 
mit or suffer such candidate to be put in nomination, nor shall he receive 
or suffer to be received any votes which shall or may be tendered to 
him for such candidate until such candidate shall have taken such oath; 
and the said Sheriff or his Under-sheriff shall, within Ten days after 
20 the termination of such election, deliver or cause to be delivered to 
the Clerk of the Peace of the county wherein such election shall have 
been held, the statement, as aforesaid, of the qualification of the 
person so elected to the office of Coroner, and the said Clerk of the 
Peace shall enrol same among the records of the county. 

14. 

25 And be it Enacted, That no fee or reward shall be given or accepted 

by any person for the administering of the said oath. nfeteringsaia 

] 5 - 

And be it Enacted, That nothing herein contained shall extend to Nottoalter 

rr „ the mode of 

aftect or alter the mode whereby Coroners for counties of cities, or coun- election of 
ties of towns, or boroughs in Ireland, are at present chosen or elected. StSTJr™ 

towns. 

30 And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Q ? »iifati on 
Act, no person shall be elected or chosen to the office of Coroner for ° tc “ 0IleI - 
any county, riding or division, or district thereof, or for any county of a 
city, county of a town or borough, or district thereof, who shall not at 
the time of being so elected or chosen be seised to and for his own use 
35 and benefit of some estate of inheritance of the clear annual value of 
Fifty Pounds sterling, over and above all charges and incumbrances that 
may affect the same, or of an estate of freehold for his own life, or for 
the life or lives of some other person or persons, either at law or in 
equity, of the clear yearly value of One hundred Pounds sterling, over 
40 and above all charges and incumbrances which may affect the same, of 
or. in lands, tenements or hereditaments situate within the county, 
county of a city, county of a town or borough, for which or for any 
district of which he shall be elected or chosen as aforesaid, or within the 
county next thereto adjoining ; and in case any person shall be elected 
35 °- a 4 or 
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17 - 

Two Justices 
of the Peace 
for the 
county, city, 
town, &c. 
for which any 
Coroner is 
elected, may 
complain to 
Grand Jury 
of his haying 
lost his quali- 
fication. 



or chosen to serve the office of Coroner from and after the passing 
of this Act, who shall not at the time of his being so elected or 
chosen be seised of such an estate in lands, tenements or heredita- 
ments as is hereinbefore required, such election shall be null and void. 



And be it Enacted.That if it shall appear to any Two or more Justices 5 
of the Peace for any county, riding or division, or for any county of 
a city, county of a town or borough, for which or for any dis- 
trict of which any Coroner shall be elected or chosen under the 
provisions of this Act, that such Coroner has lost or encumbered 
his property, so as not to be then in possession or enjoyment of such to 
an estate as is hereby required to qualify him to be elected and 
chosen as aforesaid, the said Justices shall give to such CoroDer, or 
cause to be left at his usual place of residence, Fifteen clear Days 
before the next ensuing assizes or presenting term for such county, 
riding or division, city, town or borough, a notice in writing, to be 15 
signed by them, of their intention to complain to the Grand Jury 
which shall next assemble, that such Coroner has lost or encumbered 
his estate, and is not then qualified in respect of property as afore- 
said to hold or continue to hold the said office of Coroner ; and if 
the said Justices of the Peace shall lodge such a complaint in writing 20 
with the Grand Jury which shall next assemble for such county, 
riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or borough 
(as the case may be), it shall and may be lawful for the Foreman of 
such Grand Jury to issue a summons or summonses requiring such 
Coroner and such witnesses as he may deem necessary, to appear 25 
before the said Grand Jury, and to examine the said Coroner and 



witnesses upon oath (which oath the Foreman of such Grand Jury is 
hereby empowered to administer) touching the matter of such com- 
plaint ; and if it shall appear to the said Grand J ury that the said Coro- 
ner has lost or encumbered his property, so as not to be then in posses- 30 
sion and enjoyment of some estate of inheritance or freehold as aforesaid 
within the county, city, town or borough for which or for some dis- 
trict of which he shall have been elected or chosen Coroner, or within 
the county next thereto adjoining, of the clear yearly value of Fifty 
Pounds sterling, or One hundred Pounds sterling, as the case may be; 35 
or if such Coroner, upon proof that such summons as aforesaid had 
been duly served upon him, or left at his usual place of residence, 
shall neglect or fail to attend the said Grand Jury ; or if such Coroner 
shall refuse to be sworn, or to answer any question which may be put 
to him touching his said qualification ; then and in every such case it 40 
shall he lawful for the said Grand Jury to prepare or cause to be pre- 
pared a memorial to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, detailing such 
facts concerning the want of qualification by such Coroner as shall 
appear to such Grand Jury to be true and correct, and praying that 
such Coroner may be removed from the office of Coroner for such 

county, 
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county, riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or 
borough, as the case may be ; and the Foreman of such Grand Jury 
shall sign the same, and shall direct that such memorial shall forthwith 
be delivered to the said Lord Chancellor. 

5. And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland, upon the receipt of any memorial as aforesaid from the 
Grand Jury of any county, riding or division, county of a city, county 
of a town or borough, if he shall be satisfied that such Coroner, 
was not then seised or possessed of such an estate as would have 
10 qualified him to be elected Coroner under the provisions of this Act ; 
or if any complaint in writing that such Coroner has acted as Sub-sheriff, 
contrary to the provisions of this Act, to declare the office of such 
Coroner to be vacated, and to direct a writ to be issued for the 
election of a Coroner for such county, riding or division, county of 
15 a city, county of a town or borough or district thereof (as the case 
may be), to or for which such Coroner may have been elected or 
chosen. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act 
no person who shall hold the office of Coroner shall be appointed 
20 or shall act by himself or by his partner, directly or indirectly, as 
Sub-sheriff in any county, city, town or borough. 

And be it Enacted, That whenever a vacancy shall occur in the 
office of Coroner of any county, riding or division, county of a 
city, county of a town or borough or district thereof, and any 
25 Two or more Justices of the Peace of such county, city, town or 
borough shall deliver or cause to be delivered to the Clerk of the 
Peace acting in and for such county, city, town or borough, a certificate 
under their hands and seals of such vacancy having occurred, the said 
Clerk of the Peace shall and he is hereby required, within Twenty-one 
30 Days after the receipt of such certificate, to transmit same to the Lord 
Chancellor of Ireland, who shall thereupon direct a writ to be issued 
for the election of a Coroner for such county, riding or division, county 
of a city, county of a town or borough or district thereof (as the 
case may be) where such vacancy shall have happened. 

35 And be it Enacted, That when any County shall have been divided 
into districts under the authority of this Act, every person elected or 
chosen to serve the office of Coroner of any such district in Ireland 
shall reside within the district to or for which he shall be elected or 
chosen Coroner ; and in case any such Coroner shall fail or neglect 
, 40 to reside within his district, he shall forfeit and lose all right and claim 

to the fees and emoluments hereinafter provided for the payment of 
Coroners, so long as he shall so fail and neglect to residewithin the same; 
35 °- B and 



1 
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18. 

Lord Chan- 
cellor may 
declare the 
office to he 
vacant, and 
issue a writ 
for a new 
election. 



„ ’ 9 - 

Coroner not 
to be Sub- 
sheriff. 



20 . 

Lord Chan- 
cellor may 
issue writ for 
election of a 
Coroner upon 
certificate of 
vacancy in 
the office. 



21 . 

Coroner to 
reside within 
his district, or 
forfeit his 
emoluments. 



( 10 ) 

and if it shall happen that any such Coroner shall have been absent from 
his district, except in the case of illness, for any period exceeding in 
the whole Twenty-eight Days in any one year, it shall be lawful for the 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland, upon the complaint in writing of any 
Two Magistrates of such district, to declare, if he shall so think lit, 5 
the office of such Coroner to be vacant, and to order a writ for the 
election of a Coroner for such district to be issued. 



Notice of the And be it Enacted, That when any dead body shall be found, or 

<Uad?oay*” y any case of sudden death, or of death attended with suspicious 
d r »th S to deD circumstances, shall occur in any district, the Sub-inspector of the to 

be given to constabulary of such district, or the Constable or Sub-constables acting 

who°sS"’ in and for the place where such dead body shall be found or such death 
monsMfc happen, shall give or cause to be given immediate notice thereof to the 

Witnesses Coroner of such district, together with such information as he or they 

shall have been able to obtain, touching the finding of such dead body, 15 
or such death ; and the said Coroner shall, if upon the receipt of 
such or other sufficient notice and information he shall deem it ne- 
cessary to hold an inquest upon such dead body, issue his precept to 
the Sub-inspector of such district, or in his absence to the head or 
other constable acting for him, to summon a sufficient number of 20 
persons to attend and be sworn as jurors upon such inquest, at the 
time and place specified in such precept ; and the said Coroner shall 
issue a summons for every witness whom he shall deem necessary to 
attend such inquest at the time and place therein specified, for the 
purpose of giving evidence relative to such dead body ; and he shall 25 
deliver or cause to be delivered all such summonses to the Constable, 
or some one of the Sub-constables acting in and for the place where 
such inquest is to be held, who shall forthwith proceed to serve the 
same. 

23. 

Clause (D.) And be it Enacted, That such Sub-inspector or Constable shall 30 

Jurors to be .... ,l 

rated to the summon or cause to be summoned in writing as jurors upon suen 

Poor. inquest such persons as shall be resident within the district, and rated 

to the relief of the poor in a sum of not less than Four Pounds: 
Provided always, That if the attendance of a sufficient number of 
Jurors, qualified as aforesaid, cannot conveniently be had, it shall be 35 
lawful for the Sub-inspector or Constable as aforesaid to summon or 
cause to be summoned such and so many other fit and proper persons, 
being householders and residing within the county where such inquest 
is to be holden, as shall be necessary, to attend and be .sworn as Jurors 
upon such inquest. 



24. 

Coroner to 
make abstract 
of the inqui- 
sition ana 
finding and 
of the 
evidence. 



And be it Enacted, That every Coroner by or before whom any 
inquest post mortem shall be taken shall make an abstract of the 
inquisition and finding of the jury ; and shall state in such abstract the 
names of the jurors in any such inquest, and the names of all the wit 
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nesses who shall have been examined at same, and shall annex thereto 
an account of all sums of money paid or advanced by him as herein- 
after mentioned for or on account of any such inquest, or to or for or 
on account of any witness or witnesses who shall have attended same ; 

5 and also an account of the number of miles which he shall have been 
compelled to travel from his usual place of residence to take such 
inquest, and of the number of days during which such inquest, or any 
adjournment thereof, if any, shall have continued ; and shall certify 
such abstract and account to be true and correct in all particulars, and 
10 shall sign the same, and shall lodge such abstract and account with the 
Secretary of the Grand Jury of the county, riding or division, county 
of a city, county of a town or borough, as the case may. be, for 
which or for any district of which he is the Coroner, Teh clear Days at 
least before the assembling of the Grand Jury for such county, riding 
15 or division, city, town or borough; and the said Secretary shall permit 
such abstracts and accounts to be inspected and examined in his office 
by any rate-payer of such county, riding or division, city, town or 
borough, who shall apply to him for the purpose, at all hours between 
Ten of the clock of the forenoon and Four of the clock of the afternoon 
20 during the said Ten Days ; and the said Secretary shall lay same before 
the Grand Jury acting in and for such county, riding or division, city, 
town or borough, which shall next assemble ; and the said Grand Jury 
shall examine such abstracts and accounts, and shall and may, if they 
shall deem it necessary, examine the said Coroner upon oath (which 
25 oath the Foreman of such Grand Jury is hereby empowered to admi- 
nister) as to the truth and correctness of all or any of the statements 
or items contained in such abstracts or accounts, or as to the belief 
which such Coroner may, at the time of holding any such inquest, 
have entertained of the necessity for holding the same ; and the said 
30 abstracts and accounts shall, when approved of by the said Grand 
Jury, be signed by the Foreman, and preserved among the records of 
such county, riding or division, city, town or borough. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for the Grand Jury 
Grand Jury of any county, riding or division, when they shall have ?op°S &c ‘ 
35 examined and approved of such abstracts and accounts as aforesaid, 
to present for the payment of any Coroner within such county, riding 
or division, the sum of One Pound Ten Shillings sterling, for each and and por 
every inquest held by him respectively since the preceding assizes, or 
since his last application for a presentment, but such sums not to exceed 8UC h payment 
40 in the whole the sum of Fifty Pounds sterling at any one assizes ; goz. at any 



and such Grand Jury shall present in addition thereto, and over and 



above such payment, such, further and other sum, at the rate of Six- 
pence per mile, for every mile which such Coroner shall have been 
obliged to travel from his usual place of residence for the purpose of 
taking such inquest: Provided always, That whenever any Coroner Mileage when 

& n . ,1 more than one 
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inquest on the s i, a ll have held more than one inquest on the same day, then in respect 
same day. ^ eTery suc h i n q ue st taken after the first, the said sum of Sixpence 
per mile shall be computed and paid to such Coroner for every addi- 
tional mile only which he shall have been compelled to travel in con- 
sequence of holding more than one inquest on the same day. 



26. 

Mileage of 
Coroners 
when no 
inquest held. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may he lawful to and for the 
Grand Jury of any county, riding or division to present such sum as 
to them shall seem fit, for the payment of the allowances for travelling 
as aforesaid to any Coroner who shall show to the satisfaction of such 
Grand Jury that he had been compelled, in the discharge of his i 0 
office, to travel from his usual place of residence for the purpose of 
taking an inquisition, but which, in the exercise of his discretion, he 
deemed to be unnecessary, and declined to take. 



27. 

Grand Jury 
of city, &c. 
to present for 
payment of 
Coroner 1 1. 
10 s. per 
inquest. 



Not to exceed 
66/. at any 
assizes or 
presenting 
term. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
Grand Jury acting in and for any county of a city, county of a town 15 
or borough in Ireland, when they shall have examined and approved 
of such abstracts and accounts as aforesaid, to present for the payment 
of any Coroner within such city, town or borough, the sum of One 
Pound Ten Shillings sterling for each and every inquest held by him 
respectively since the last assizes or presenting term, or since his 20 
last application for a presentment : Provided always, That it shall not 
be lawful for any Grand Jury as aforesaid to present, for the payment 
of any Coroner, any larger amount or sum than Sixty-five Pounds 
sterling at any assizes or presenting term. 



28. 

Coroner may 
payWitnesses 
as per Sche- 
dule, upon 
getting 
receipts. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any 25 
Coroner who shall hold any inquest, to pay to any medical or other 
witness, who having been summoned by him shall attend and be 
examined at such inquest, or to any other person who shall do or 
perform any matter or thing relating to such inquest, in pursuance 
of the order of such Coroner, or to the owner or occupier of any go 
private house (not being related to or connected with the deceased), 
who shall atford the accommodation necessary for the deposit of 
such dead body, or for the holding of such iuquest, any sum 
or sums of money not exceeding the sum contained in the Sche- 
dule (C.) hereunto annexed, as to such Coroner shall seem just and 35 
reasonable, upon obtaining from such witness or other person a 
receipt duly signed for such payment ; and the said Coroner shall 
deliver all such receipts, together with the abstract and accounts of 
such inquest, to the Secretary of the Grand Jury acting in and for 
the county, riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or 4 ° 
borough, as the case may be, for which or for any district of which 
he is Coroner. 



And 
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And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of 
any county, county of a city or county of a town, other than the county 
of Dublin, if they shall so think fit, at any Assizes or presenting term, 
to present for the Board of Superintendence of the Gaols of such 
5 county, city or town, such sum or sums of money as they shall deem 
necessary for the payment of all expenses incident to the holding of 
Coroners’ inquests within the county, city or town, until the next 
ensuing Assizes or presenting term ; and the Treasurer of such county, 
city or town, out of the public monies which shall then be in his 
10 hands, or shall next come into his hands, shall pay to such Board of 
Superintendence, the sum so presented; and it shall be lawful for the 
said Board of Superintendence, if they shall so think fit, to pay to every 
Coroner of such county, city or town such sums as he shall have ad- 
vanced in payment of the witnesses or other expenses, not exceeding 
15 the sums mentioned in the Schedule (C.) hereto annexed, incident to the 
holding of any such inquest ; and to pay all orders upon the Trea- 
surer of such count}', city or town which any Justices of the Peace 
may have issued to any witnesses or other person for or concerning 
any inquest held by them as hereinfter mentioned. 

20 Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in case the Grand Jury 
of any county, county of a city, or county of a town, shall have 
omitted to make such presentment as last aforesaid, or in case the 
presentment made by such Grand Jury shall have been insufficient to 
discharge all the expenses incident to the holding of inquests in such 
25 county, city or town, it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of such 
county, city or town, when they shall next assemble, and they are 
hereby required, to present for the Coroner of such county, riding or 
division, city, town or borough, or any district thereof, such sum or 
sums as shall be necessary to repay such Coroner the monies paid and 
go advanced by him in and about the holding of any inquest, and shall also 
present to and for the Treasurer of such county, city, town or borough, 
such sum or sums as shall be necessary to pay and discharge all orders 
for the payment of witnesses and other persons upon such Treasurer, 
as any Two J ustices of the Peace acting for and in the absence of a 
35 Coroner as hereinafter mentioned shall have given to any witness or 
other person since the last assizes or presenting term ; and the said 
Treasurer, out of the public monies of such county, city or town, which 
shall then be in his hands or shall next come to his hands, shall pay the 
said sum or sums so presented to the said Coroner or to the said 
40 witnesses or other persons as aforesaid ; and it shall be lawful for the 
Grand Jury acting in and for any county, riding or division, county of 
a city, county of a town or borough, to direct and order that all such 
sums of money necessary for the payment of any such Coroner, or of 
the other expenses incident to the holding of any inquest, or such part 
and proportion thereof as to them shall seem meet and right, shall be 
raised and levied off the whole of such county, riding or division, city, 
350. B 3 town 



20 - 

Clause (E.) 
Grand Juries 
may present 
fox expenses 
of inquests 
in advance. 



30- 

Clause (F.) 
Grand Jury 
to present for 
such sums as 
shall be neces- 
sary to pay 
Witnessesand 
expenses of . 
inquests. 



Grand Jury 
may direct 
the expenses 
of Coroner or 
inquests to be 
levied off any 
particular 
district, 
barony or 
parish. 
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town or borough, or off such district, barony or parish thereof, as the 
case may be, as they shall appoint. 



Coroner may 
order an 
analysis to 
be made. 



Grand Jury 
may present 
Five Guineas 
for same. 



32- 

Clause (G.) 
Coroner may 
summon 
Medical Prac- 
titioner. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any Coroner, 
who shall consider an analysis of any matter or thing of or concerning 
any dead body necessary, to order and direct that such analysis be 5 
made by such legally qualified medical practitioner as he and the 
majority of the jury sworn upon any inquest shall appoint ; and he 
shall annex to the abstract and accounts of such inquest a certificate 
to be signed by him of such his opinion and of the facts relating to 
such analysis, which certificate, together with the said abstracts and io 
accounts, shall be laid before the Grand J ury acting in and for the 
county, riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or 
borough, as the case may be, which shall next assemble ; and it shall 
be lawful for the said Grand Jury to present to and for their Treasurer 
any sum of money not exceeding the sum of Five Guineas for the loss 1 
of time, labour and expense incurred by such medical practitioner, 
in consequence of making such analysis as to them shall seem fit ; and 
the sum so presented by the Grand Jury shall be paid to such medical 
practitioner by the Treasurer of such county, riding or division, city, 
town or borough in like manner, and shall and may be raised and 2 q 
levied in like manner as the sums already presented by any such 
Grand Jury. 

And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, in 
all cases where any Coroner shall hold an inquest upon any dead body, 
and shall deem the attendance of some Medical Witness to be neces- 25 
sary at such inquest, he shall summon as such Witness any legally 
qualified Medical Practitioner who shall have attended the deceased 
person at his death or during his last illness ; and if it shall 
appear to the Coroner that the deceased person was not attended 
at or immediately before his death by any legally qualified 30 
Medical Practitioner, it shall be lawful for the Coroner to summon 
as a witness any legally qualified Medical Practitioner, being at the 
time in actual practice at or near the place where such death hap- 
pened ; and it shall belawful for the Coroner at any time between 
the issuing of such summons, and the termination of such inquest, to 35 
direct the performance of a post mortem examination by such Medical 
Witness ; Provided, That if any person shall state upon oath before 
the Coroner, that in his or her belief the death of the deceased indi- 
vidual was caused partly or entirely by the improper or negligent treat- 
ment of any Medical Practitioner or other person, such Medical 40 
Practitioner or other person shall not be allowed to perform or assist 
at the post mortem examination of the deceased. 



33- 

Clause (H.) . . r 

Jury may And b e j t Enacted, That whenever it shall appear to the majority 0 

require # 7 11 

furtherMedi- t h e J ur0 rs upon any inquest that the cause of death has not been 
cal Evidence. 1 J n factorily 
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factorily explained by the evidence of such Medical Practitioner, or 
of the Witness or Witnesses who shall have been examined at such 
inquest, it shall be lawful for the said Jurors, by a requisition in 
writing, to call upon the Coroner to issue his summons for the 
5 attendance of some other legally qualified Medical Practitioner or 
Practitioners ; and if the Coroner, on the receipt of such requisition, 
shall refuse or neglect to issue his summons as aforesaid, he shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 

And be it Enacted, That when any person shall have been duly 
io summoned to attend as a juror or as a witness at any inquest, 

and such person shall fail or neglect to attend, at the time and a°ce^ t tend " 

place specified in such summons, it shall be lawful for the Coro- inquest, and 
r 1 _ transmit the 

ner to cause such person to be openly called in his court Three account of 
. , . , . . , the same to 

tunes to appear and serve as a juror, or to appear and give evidence the Clerk of 

15 at such inquest; and upon the non-appearance of such person, and the Peace - 
proof that such summons had been served upon him or left at his usual 
place of abode, to impose such fine upon the person so making default, 
not exceeding the sum of Forty shillings, as to such Coroner shall seem 
fit ; and such Coroner shall make out and sign a certificate containing 
20 the Christian and surname, the residence and trade or calling of every 
person so making default, together with the amount of the fine which 
shall have been imposed, and the cause of such fine ; and shall transmit 
such certificate to the Clerk of the Peace acting in and for the county, 
riding or division, city, town or borough in which such person shall re- 
25 side, on or before the First day of the Quarter Sessions of the Peace then 
next ensuing; and shall cause a copy of such certificate to be served upon 
the person so fined, by having it left at his usual place of residence, or 
by sending same through the Post-office addressed as aforesaid, Three 
Days at the least before the First day of the said Quarter Sessions ; and 
30 the said Clerk of the Peace shall copy the fine or fines so certified on 
the roll on which all fines and forfeitures imposed at such Quarter 
Sessions of the Peace shall be copied, and the same shall be levied 
and applied in like manner, and subject to the like powers, provisions 
and penalties in all respects as if such fine or fines had been imposed 
35 at such Quarter Sessions : Provided always, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be construed to affect any power now by law vested in any 
Coroner for compelling any person to appear as juror, or to appear 
and give evidence before him on any inquest or other proceeding, or 
for punishing any person for contempt of court in not so appearing as 
40 juror, or in not so appearing and giving evidence or otherwise. 



34 - 

Coroner may 
fine Jurors or 
Witnesses for 



And be it Enacted, That whenever any dead body shall be found, 
and any Coroner shall, in consequence of the information received by 
him, consider it necessary to hold an inquest thereon, it shall and may 
be lawful for such Coroner to order and direct that such dead body 
shall be brought into the nearest convenient tavern, public-house or 
350. a 4 house 



35 - 

Coroner may 
order dead 
body to be 
deposited in 
the nearest 
public-house, 
until an 
inquest be 
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and fine the 
owner or 
occupier 
thereof for 
refusal to 
admit same. 



house licensed for the sale of spirits ; and the owner or occupier of such 
tavern, public or other licensed house shall and he is hereby required 
to permit and allow such dead body to be deposited within the same, 
or within some part of the premises thereof, until the inquest shall 
have taken place ; and if such owner or occupier shall refuse to permit 5 
such dead body to be deposited within the said house or some part 
of the premises thereof, it shall be lawful for the said Coroner to 
impose such fine, not exceeding the sum of Forty Shillings, upon such 
owner or occupier for such refusal or neglect, as to such Coroner shall 
seem fit. 10 



36 - 

Coroner not 
to act profes- 
sionally in 
any case 
whichimay 
have come 
before him as 
Coroner. 



37. 

Coroner, 
although 
elected for a 
district, to be 
a Coroner of 
the county or 
city at large. 



38. 

Coroner to 
hold inquests 
only in the 
district to 
which he is 
appointed, 
except in 
certain cases. 



And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, in 
all cases in which any person shall be charged by any Coroner’s inqui- 
sition with the commission of any crime, and shall be subsequently put 
upon his trial, either on such inquisition, or in pursuance of any bill of 
indictment for the same crime, the Coroner before whom such inquisi- 15 
tion shall have been found shall be wholly incompetent to act as an 
attorney in prosecution or defence of such person for such crime, either 
by himself or his partner, directly or indirectly ; and that in all cases 
in which it shall appear to the Judge before whom such person shall 
be tried that any Coroner shall have so acted contrary to the provisions 20 
and intention of this Act, such Judge shall impose upon every Coroner 
so offending such penalty, not exceeding Fifty Pounds, as the said 
Judge shall in his discretion think tit. 

And be it Enacted, That every Coroner appointed or chosen under 
the authority of this Act, although such Coroner may be designated as 25 
the Coroner of any particular district of a county, riding or division, 
city, town or borough, shall for all purposes whatsoever, except as 
hereinafter mentioned, be considered as a Coroner for the whole of 
such county, city, town orborough, and shall have the same jurisdiction, 
rights, powers and authorities throughout the said county, city, town 30 
or borough, as if he had been elected by the electors of such county, 
city, town or borough at large. 

And be it Enacted, That every Coroner appointed or elected under 
the provisions of this Act shall, except during the illness, incapacity or 
absence of the Coroner for any other district, or during a vacancy in 35 
the office of Coroner for any other district, hold inquests only within 
the district to and for which he shall have been so appointed or elected , 
and that if any Coroner shall hold an inquest in any district save that 
to and for which he shall have been appointed or elected, he shall state 
in the abstract of such inquest as aforesaid the reason of his having 40 
held such inquest; and it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury 'before 
whom the abstract and accounts of such inquest shall be laid, to refuse, 
if they shall so think fit, to present any sum of money for the payment 
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of any Coroner who shall hold an inquest beyond the limits of the 
district to which he shall have been appointed or elected. 



And be it Enacted, That every order which by and under the All orders of 
provisions of this Act any Coroner, or any Two Magistrates acting t^bTsImed" 
5 for and in the absence of such Coroner, shall make and issue, “ ^Tforce 01 
shall be signed and sealed by such Coroner or such Magistrates ; 
and that any order which any Coroner or Magistrate as aforesaid 
shall make or issue, and which shall not be signed and sealed as 
aforesaid, shall be of no force or effect whatsoever, nor shall any person 
10 be subject to or visited with any fine or other punishment for dis- 
obedience thereof. 



And be it Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the Grand Jury 
acting in and for any county, riding or division, county of a city, county 
of. a town, or borough, to present any sum of money for the pay- 
15 ment of any Coroner, if such Coroner shall appear to them to have 
been guilty of neglect of duty in not attending to take any inquest ; 
nor shall it be lawful for any Grand Jury to present any sum of money 
, for the payment of any Coroner for or in respect of any inquest, 
other than such as he shall have held since the then last preceding 
20 assizes or presenting term, or since his last application for a pre- 
sentment. 

And be it Enacted, That if any Coroner shall, from and after the 
passing of this Act, be convicted of any extortion or wilful neglect of 
duty or misdemeanor in his office, it shall be lawful for any Judge of 
25 Assize before whom he shall be so convicted to adjudge that he shall 
be removed from his office, and thereupon a writ shall issue removing 
him from his office, and for electing another Coroner in his stead. 

And be it Enacted, That if any person shall have been removed from 
the office of Coroner in consequence of any such conviction as afore- 
30 said, he shall be for ever afterwards incapable of being re-elected as 
Coroner for any district, nor shall it be lawful for any Sheriff or 
Sub-sheriff to put any such person in nomination when a vacancy in 
the office of Coroner in any county, riding or division, city, town or 
borough, shall occur. 

22 And be it Enacted, That when any dead body shall be found, or any 
death attended with suspicious circumstances shall occur, and no inquest 
shall be held on same within the space of Two Days from the finding of 
such dead body or of such death, it shall be lawful for any Two Magis- 
trates of such district to hold an inquest relative to the death of any 
40 such person, and to summon such jurors and such medical and other 
witnesses to attend such inquest, and to administer all necessary oaths, 
and to give such orders and directions, and to impose such fines for 
350. C neglect 



40. 

Grand Jury 
not to present 
for Coroner 
guilty of 
neglect, nor 
for any 

in quest, except 
taken since 
the last 
Assizes or 
Presenting 
Term. 



41 - 

Coroner may 
he removed 
by Judge for 
extortion or 
neglect. 



42. 

Coroner, if 
once removed 
fromhisoffice, 
incapable of 
being again 
elected. 



43 - 

In the absence 
of Coroner, 
Two Magis- 
trates may 
hold inquest 
and summon 
Jurors and 
Witnesses. 
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neglect or refusal, in like manner as any Coroner is empowered to do 
under the provisions of this Act ; and also to sign and issue to such 
medical or other witnesses summoned and examined before them, and 
to the owner or occupier of any private house (the same not being related 
to or connected with the deceased) wherein such dead body shall 5 
have been deposited, or wherein such inquest shall have been held, 
and to any person or persons who shall do or perform any matter 
or thing relating to such inquest, in pursuance of the order of such 
Magistrates, an order upon the Treasurer of the county, county of a 
city, county of a town or borough, as the case may be, for such 10 
sum or sums of money as such Coroner is hereby empowered to pay 
to such witnesses or other persons, and as to them shall seem just and 
reasonable ; and the said Magistrates shall make out and lodge with 
the Secretary of the Grand Jury for such county, riding or division 
city, town or borough, an abstract of the inquisition and finding of the 15 
jury, together with the names of the jurors and of the witnesses who 
shall have been examined at such inquest, and an account of all orders 
upon the Treasurer for payment of such witnesses or other persons 
issued by them, Ten Days at least before the Grand Jury acting in 
and for such county, riding or division, county of a city, county of a 20 
town or borough, shall next assemble. 



runirtiment And be it Enacted, That if any elector or other person shall wilfully 
of Perjury. and f a [ se ly take any oath or affirmation appointed by the authority of 
this Act to be taken, or if any person shall corruptly procure or suborn 
anv elector or other person wilfully and falsely to take any oath or 25 
affirmation hereby appointed to be taken, for the purpose of such 
person being polled at any election of a Coroner, and lie or they shall 
be convicted thereof, he or they shall for every such offence incur all 
such pains and penalties as are by law inflicted on persons guilty of 
perjury or subornation of perjury, 3 ° 



45 - 



Inquisitions 
not to be 



account of 

technical 

defects. 



AND whereas it is expedient to make provision for supporting 
Coroners’ inquisitions, and for preventing the same from being quashed 
on account of technical defects ; BE it therefore Enacted, That from 
and after the passing of this Act, no inquisition found upon or by any 
Coroner’s inquest, nor any judgment recorded upon or by virtue of 35 
any such inquisition, shall be quashed, stayed or reversed for want of 
the averment therein of any matter unnecessary to be proved nor for 
the omission of words “ with force and arms,” or of the words “ against 
the peace,” or of the words “ against the form of the statute; 
nor for the omission or insertion of any other words or expressions of 40 
mere form or surplusage ; nor for the insertion of the words “ upon 
their oath,” instead of the words “ upon their oaths nor for omitting 
to state the time at which the offence was committed, when time is not 
the essence of the offence ; nor for stating the time imperfectly ; nor 
because any person 'or persons mentioned in any such inquisition is or 

are 
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are designated by a name of office or other descriptive appellation, ■ 
instead of his, her or their proper name or names ; nor by reason of 
the non-insertion of the names of the jurors in the body of any 
such inquisition, or of any difference in the spelling of the names of any 
5 of the jurors in the body of any such inquisition, and the names 
subscribed thereto ; nor because any juror or jurors shall have set his 
or their mark or marks to any such inquisition, instead of subscribing his 
or their name or names thereto; nor because any such mark or marks is 
or are unattested, provided the name or names of such juror or jurors 
10 is or are set forth ; nor because any juror or jurors has or have signed 
his or their Christian name or names by means of an initial or partial 
signature only, and not at full length ; nor because of any erasures or 
interlineations appearing in any such inquisition, unless the same shall 
be proved to have been made thereinafter the same was signed; nor for 
15 want of a proper name, where the inquest shall appear or purport to 
have been taken by a Coroner, or any Two Magistrates of or for the 
county, riding or division, city, town or borough or place in which it 
shall appear or purport to have been taken ; nor (except only in cases 
of murder or manslaughter) for or by reason of any such inquisition not 
20 being duly sealed or written on parchment; nor because the Coroner 
and jury did not all view the body at one and the same instant, pro- 
| vided they all viewed the body at the first sitting* of the inquest, 
nor because all or any of the Jurors upon such inquest may not 
have been rated to the relief of the poor ; and in all or any 
- 25 of such cases of technical defect as are hereinbefore mentioned, 

j it shall be lawful for any Judge of either of Her Majesty’s courts 
in Dublin, or any Judge of Assize or Gaol Delivery, if he shall 
i so think fit, upon the occasion of any such inquisition being called in 
j question before him, to order the same to be amended in any of the 
30 respects aforesaid, and the same shall forthwith be amended 
l accordingly. 

| . . 46. 

AND - whereas it was provided by the hereinbefore-recited Act This Act not 

i-i 1*11.* f 1 - r YT to affect the 

passed m the seventh and eighth year or the reign of Her present provisions of 
Majesty, that it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of the county of L 106, Ml, 
35 Dublin, at each presenting term, to present any sum not exceeding in 
the whole in anyone year the sum of One hundred Pounds for the 
* payment of each and every Coroner in such county respectively ; pro- 
vided that no Coroner shall receive more than at the rate of One 
Pound Ten Shillings for each inquest so held by him; BE it Enacted, 

40 That nothing in this Act contained shall extend or be construed to 
extend to repeal or alter the said provision. 

47- 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Grand Jury of Grand Jury of 
'1 „ _ , . , the County of 

the county of Dublin, at each presenting term, to present in advance Dublin to 

such sum as they shall deem necessary, for the payment of all expenses exp^ae^of 
incident to the holding inquests within the said county during the 
, 350. c 2 ensuing 
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ensuing year ; which sum shall be applotted and levied in like manner, 
and with the same powers and authorities, and subject to the same rules 
and regulations as are enacted with reference to all other sums pre- 
sented by the said Grand Jury, under and by virtue of the said last- 
recited Act. 5 

Finav« Com- And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Finance Commit- 
mittee to p.^ tee q{ (he co u nty of Dublin to pay to any Coroner of the said county all 
oSSS sums 0 f money which he shall have advanced to any witness or other 
person under the provisions of this Act, or to pay all orders for money 
which any Two Magistrates shall, under the provisions of this Act, 10 
have given to any witness or other person for or concerning any inquest 
held by them : Provided always, That such payments shall notin any 
case exceed the sums of money contained in the Schedule (C.) hereto 
annexed. 



Co Jtto And be it Enacted, That from and after the passing of this Act, 15 

>“*» e , ery Coroner in Ireland shall, on or before the Tenth day of January 

° jn each „j ar ma he out and transmit to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
a return in writing, according to such form as the said Lord Lieutenant 
shall from time to time direct, of all the cases in which he shall have 
been called upon to hold an inquest touching the death of any person 20 
during the year ending on the Thirty-first day of December immediately 
preceding, and a copy of the finding of the jury on every such 
inquest. 

c And be it Enacted, That this Act shall commence and take effect 

Commence- Qn the j?; rst (j a y 0 f January One thousand eight hundred and Forty- 25 
ment of Act. * 

seven. 



Interpretation And be it Enacted, That in this Act the word “ oath” shall in all 
Cta,e ' cases be construed and interpreted to signify and include all affirmations 

which may now by law be made and tendered by or to any person or 
persons in Ireland. 

SesrioMt And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by 

clause. any ^ ct tQ jj e p asse( j i n this present Session of Parliament. 
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SCHEDU LES 

Referred to in tiie foregoing ACT. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 



FORM of Oath to be taken by Electors at any Election for the Office of Coroner. 

3, A. B., do swear [or, affirm,] That I am a registered elector of the county [or, borough] 
of in right of ray [state the nature of the franchise, 

whether it be an estate of freehold, leasehold or of any other nature, and the townland, 
parish and barony where situate], and that the place of my abode is at 
[if it be a place consisting of more places or streets than one, specify what street or place], 
and that I have not been polled before at this election [adding, except in cases of 

affirmation], _ „ 

So help me GOD. 



SCHEDULE (B.) 



FORM of Oath to be taken by Candidates at any Election for the Office of Coroner. 



I, A. B., do swear [or, affirm,] That I truly and bonh fide have, to and for my own use 
and benefit, such an estate of inheritance of the annual value of Fifty Pounds sterling [or, 
of freehold for my own life, or for the life of or, for the lives of 

of the annual value of One hundred Pounds sterling, as the case 
may be] in law or equity, as I have described in the statement thereof delivered by me to 
the Sheriff [or, Under-sheriff] of - of and in the lands, tenements or here- 

ditaments, over and above all charges and incumbrances that may affect the same, and as 
doth qualify me to be elected and chosen to serve the office of Coroner for the county of 
[riding or division, county of a city, county of a town or borough, or district 
thereof, as the case may be], according to the tenor and meaning of an Act passed in the 
ninth and tenth years of Her present Majesty, intituled, ** An Act to amend the Laws relat- 
ing to the Office of Coroner, and the Expenses of Inquests in Ireland,” and that my said 
lands, tenements or hereditaments are lying and being at [if in a street in a 

city, town or borough, or other place, specify what street], in the parish of in 

the barony of [or, ward of, as the case may be] and county of 

[county of the city of, county of the town of, or borough of, as the 



case may be], aforesaid. 



So help me GOD. 
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SCHEDULE (C.) 



TABLE of Payments which any Coroner, or any Two Magistrates in his absence, may 
make to any Witness or other person, who being summoned shall attend and give evi- 
dence at any Inquest, or shall do any other act or thing in obedience to the Order of 
such Coroner, or of such Two Magistrates as aforesaid. 



To any poor witness, for each day 
not exceeding, per diem 



of attendance at any inquest, any sum 



£. 5 . d. 



1 



To the owner or occupier of any private house who shall permit any dead 
body to be deposited therein (if such owner or occupier be not related to 
or connected with the deceased), any sum not exceeding, per diem 



3 6 



To the owner or occupier of any private house, who shall afford accommo- 
dation to the Coroner (or to any Two Magistrates during his absence), 

Jurors and witnesses, for the holding of an inquest therein (in case such 
owner or occupier shall not be related to or connected with the deceased), 
any sum not exceeding, per diem ------- -36 

To the person or persons who shall, pursuant to an order from any Coroner 
or of any Two Magistrates, disinter, and afterwards bury any dead 
body ------- - -5- 



To any legally qualified Medical Practitioner, who in pursuance of the 
summons and order of any Coroner or of any Two Magistrates, shall 
attend and examine any dead body, and give evidence as a witness at 
any inquest held thereon, the sum of - - - - - - 11- 



To any legally qualified Medical Practitioner, who in obedience to the order 
of any Coroner or of any Two Magistrates, shall make a post-mortem 
examination of any dead body, and shall attend and give evidence at the 
inquest held thereon, the further sum of - 

To any person or persons who shall, pursuant to an order in writing from 
any Coroner or any Two Magistrates, have provided a coffin, and buried 
the body of any stranger on which an inquest shall have been held, the 
turn of - - - - - - - • - 



11 - 



- 10 - 
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